36 PEAKS AND GLACIERS OF NUN KUN
rapid current, stopping every few feet to secure their footing on the cobble-paved bed of the river, and to preserve their balance, while we clung to their shoulders and necks with all our strength, our feet and backs lashed by the cold waves, realising the insecurity of our moving perch and expecting every moment to be precipitated into the seething waters*
One porter tried a pony, and succeeded, after a perilous passage, in getting over alive; but the others, alter witnessing the animal's gyrations and desperate struggles to maintain his equilibrium, during which the porter, wet to the skin, had great difficulty in keeping his seat, concluded they did not care to cross in that manner, nor as we had done, but decided to trust to their own feet, wade over together in a line, and, supporting one another, buffet the billowy stream as best they might. They got over without accident, but thoroughly soaked and chilled*
Then came the twenty-six sheep and fifteen goats. A few of the sheep went over d la nage, as the porters, pleased with the prowess thus displayed, said, but others turned tail when pushed into the water, and made for the shore from which they started, so that they had to be dragged over by the coolies* As